
Adult Sunday School to Start September 12th  
Kendra Jones 
 

The Adult Sunday School Class will 
start September 12.  We will meet in 
the last classroom on the north side 
of the Education Wing.  You can 
grab a donut at 9:30 and enjoy 
fellowship before coming to class 
from 9:45-10:45.   
 

We have chosen a Great Courses 
Video Series called "How Jesus 
Became God."  There will be a 30-
minute video followed by thirty 
minutes of discussion.  Facilitators 
for the class will be Cruse Messer, 
Kendra Jones, and Kary Wingo.   
 

The author and presenter of this study 
is Dr. Bart D. Ehrman, a professor at 
the University of North Carolina who 
holds a M.Div. and Ph.D. from 
Princeton Theological Seminary.  
 

Children’s Church to Begin This Fall 
 

Starting this fall, a Children’s Church will take place during our Sunday 
morning worship service.  Children from fifth grade and lower are welcome to 
leave the sanctuary after the choir’s anthem (if they have not left after the 
children’s sermon) and attend a class connected to the nursery, learning about 
songs, crafts, and Bible stories following the lectionary.  There will be Sundays 
when the kids will learn more about Communion and other service-related 
activities.  The class will start on September 12 when the Adult Sunday School 
will also begin.  Camille Hoy and Helen Thorsheim will be teaching these 
classes.  If you have any questions, please contact Ashley Denham.  

What exactly happened, such that 
Jesus came to be considered 
God?  To ask this question is to delve 
into a fascinating look into the 
origins of the Western worldview and 
the theological underpinnings of our 
civilization.  In twenty-four 
provocative lectures, Professor 
Ehrman takes you deeply into the 
process by which the divinity of 
Jesus was first conceived by his 
followers, demonstrating how this 
conception was refined over time to 
become the core of Christian 
theology, our culture, our thought, 
and our world. 
 

All adults are welcome.  It is sure to 
spark some thought and lively 
discussions!  
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The Sharefaith App 
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IN  AUGUST  

Epistles 
 

Rev. Kati & Ladies of the Church, 
     Words are not enough to thank you for the wonderful 
food and drink you all so eagerly and graciously provided 
for our family at Dad’s funeral.  It was all delicious and  
very much appreciated.  Thank you for being a part of his 
victory celebration.        

                                  Most sincerely,  
Diana Schwede & Kenna DuBose families 

(Family of Tye Godwin) 
 

Dear Pastor Kati & Staff, 
     Thank you so very much for allowing my family and 
friends to gather in your beautiful church to celebrate    
Tommy’s life.  It was a lovely, special day.  It gives me 
peace to know Tommy is in God’s loving arms, and he   
suffers no more!                                Thank you, Julie Cathey 

 

Dear St. Luke, 
     I extend my thanks to the choir, Bob, and Mila for the 
cantata on July 18.  It was beautiful music! 

Lucille Dunn 

 
 

Summertime has been invigorating!  We have taken          
opportunities to reestablish familiar activities, we have    
fellowshipped together, and we have taken time for some 
much-needed rest.  Now, August is upon us, and with it,   
the start of school.  This season is a perfect time to take 
stock of our giving as we get back into a routine.  Giving 
Statements will be emailed around the first of September;      
please watch your email.  Take just a moment to verify    
that your gifts have been recorded correctly.  If you have 
any questions or need to report an error, please call the 
church office.   
 

We offer six different options to make your tithe or         
financial gift to St. Luke: 1) offering plate, 2) online,          
3) mobile app, 4) “text to give”, 5) bill pay, and 6) traditional 
mail.  If you would like to learn more about any of these 
options, please visit the “Giving” page on St. Luke’s web-
site.  Here is a link: https://www.stlukeamarillo.com/tithe/. 
 

No matter how you choose to give, we are so grateful for 
your generosity and faithfulness! 
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Church Telephone Directory Updated 
 

Each year, St. Luke publishes a church telephone               
directory.  The updated directory will be available on       
September 1—just in time for fall programs and activities. 
 

For some of us, a lot has changed in the last year.  Now more 
than ever, it is important to have correct information so that 
we can reconnect, reawaken, and more forward with fresh 
purpose!  In order to have a correct and complete directory, 
the Congregational Care Committee and Melissa need YOUR 
help!  Even if you choose not to have your contact data     
published, we hope that you will complete the form so that our 
church records are current.  Responses are due by August 1.    
 

Please check your email for the link that allows you to add 
your listing to the directory.  If you need help, please don’t 
hesitate to call the office.  (A paper option will be available for 
those who don’t have email capability or computer access.) 

Time & Talent Fair Set for August 22 
 

On Sunday, August 22, the Finance Committee will sponsor a Time &       
Talent Fair before and after worship in Fellowship Hall.  The theme for the 
fair and the coinciding stewardship drive will be “Find a Place to Bloom.”       
Each Session committee will have a table describing the volunteer  
opportunities, services, and activities it offers.  
 
 

The goal is to encourage  
each member to participate  
in the lifework of St. Luke.   
Planning is still underway;   
watch future bulletins and  
the website for  more  
information.  We can  
guarantee some good  
fellowship and a learning  
opportunity. 

Spiritual Leadership Retreat 
 

SAVE THE DATE:  
Saturday, October 2, 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Wildcat Bluff Nature Center (tentative) 
 

The Session of St. Luke invites you to join 
them for a special fall retreat.  Come rest 
your soul and find nourishment to lead like 
Jesus.  Pastor Kati will take attendees 
through a variety of practical exercises, and 
you will have free time to enjoy the nature 
walks.  This spiritual retreat will be          
designed for the Session, but all are           
welcome to come and learn new tools to      
lead in any role.  More information will be 
available and registration will begin in    
September.  

https://www.stlukeamarillo.com/tithe/


Mission Projects Ann Hefner  
 

Your Mission Committee has been busy during these hot summer days.   
On July 10, we sponsored a successful Laundry Love event at the 10th 
Street Laundry.  Who knew doing laundry could be so much fun!  Our 
next event will be at the same laundry on August 21, from 8 to 10 a.m., 
thanks to Roberto Coronado, owner/manager.  Hopefully this will help 
families send kids back to school with clean clothes.  A few participants 
from the congregation will be invited to join us.  Please let Camille 
Hoy or Ann Hefner know if you would like to be part of this mission. 
 

We have other mission projects planned for August and September.  On 
August 1, Tracy Sommers, Executive Director of the Guyon Saunders 
Resource Center, will give a Minute for Mission during worship about 
the center, its mission, and its needs.  The Mission Committee would 
like to collect pants for adults, men and women, gently used and in 
good repair, so if you have been meaning to clean out that closet, now 
is the time.  There is also a constant and critical need for used athletic 
shoes, again in both men's and women's sizes. 
 

Other projects planned for the fall are food items for the Amarillo    
College Food Pantry, school supplies for Mesa Verde Elementary 
School, and personal hygiene products for the Amarillo Children's 
Home.  Watch your bulletins for details. 
 

The committee is grateful to you and for you.  "We are the Church   
together," as we strive to be an active part of the larger community.  

JUNE & JULY SESSION REPORTS 
 

JUNE 27 
Clerk’s Report 
1. May 2021 average attendance for worship – 51 
2. Active membership as of May 31, 2021 – 157 
3. Communion was celebrated on June 6, 2021. 
4. Listed below are actions that were approved and the associated 

committee: 
 Results of congregational surveys discussed.  [Synopsis later            

sent to members.]  (Personnel)   
 Subcommittee formed to consider a board of deacons.               

(Congregational Care)   
 Opening up of pews, posting of signs concerning optional mask-

wearing, and the return to traditional Communion elements.  (Worship)   
 Wesley Wingo recommended for the Session Class of 2022. 

(Nominating) 
5. Commendations:  

 Pastor Kati and Robbie for lending the use of their vehicle for 
transportation to Buffalo Gap.   

 Kaci Jones and others who processed the PPP loan, which was very 
beneficial to St. Luke.   

 Personnel Committee for all its hard work, especially during the last 
few weeks.   

 Eldon, Wesley, and Alexa Wingo for their work on the maintenance  
of air filters, light bulbs, and ceiling tiles.   

 Kary and Tyler Wingo for adjusting the camera view of the sanctuary 
for those watching in the Fellowship Hall.   

 Melissa Shields for her maintenance of the website.   
 Doug Tanner for his maintenance of the Bell Street sign.   
 Members of the Congregational Care Committee and other volunteers 

for meeting the special needs of the congregation these last two months.  
Thank you for answering when you were called upon.   

 Kendra Jones for reading liturgy.                      
 Ashley Denham for her dedication to the Lord by serving as a 

counselor at Buffalo Gap PC(USA) camps this summer.  Continued pg. 6 

3 

Supper and Song 
 

Welcome Home Potluck and Worship  
Sunday, August 29 at 5:30 p.m. 
 

This will be something new for St Luke!  Some 
call it Dinner Church, or emergent church    
fellowship.  The early Christians just called it 
“breaking bread.”  Our Worship and Outreach 
committees are calling it Supper and Song. 
You’re invited to bring a dish to share and a 
friend or two.  We will open with a blessing 
and a song, share in our potluck meal, sing  
another song, read some scripture, have a 
group sermon where Pastor Kati will offer 
some discussion questions for your table, sing 
another song, celebrate in Communion, and 
then help with clean up.  Some songs will be 
familiar and others new.  We pray that this non
-traditional form of worship will offer a simple 
way for us to invite our neighbors to fellowship 
and find hope with us.  ALL are welcome. 

St. Luke Women to Begin 

New Study Year 
 

St. Luke Women’s first meeting of 2021-
22 will be at 9:30 a.m., September 8 in 
the fellowship hall.  Sallie Amason will 
provide refreshments.  The study this 
year is What My Grandmothers Taught 
Me Learning from the Women in         
Matthew’s Genealogy of Jesus.  The first 
lesson is “Family Trees.”  Kendra Jones 
will begin the study with reminiscences 
of her own grandmothers and will invite 
members to share theirs at upcoming 
meetings (in lieu of devotionals). 
 

If you would like to purchase the study 
book, please see page 4 for a description 
and for ordering information. 

 

St. Luke’s call2action number  
is 806-631-6253. 



Your Tithes & Offerings Matter to... 

                        Single-Parent Families 
 

Eveline’s Sunshine Cottage is a program selected by the  
Mission Committee to receive a monthly, budgeted       
donation.  In 2021, we aim to give a total of $500 to this 
charity.   
 

The following letter comes to us from Eveline Rivers-
McCoy. 
 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

Thank you for your donation to Eveline’s Sunshine 
Cottage.  Through generosity such as yours, everyday 
needs, which we so often take for granted, are being 
met for women who are striving to make a better life 
for themselves and their families. 
 

Thank you for making a difference not just in a      
mother’s life but in her children’s lives as well through 
your donation. 

 
 

Eveline’s Sunshine Cottage provides housing, love, and 
encouragement, to homeless and low-income single-parent 
families; inspiring them to seek an education, two        
generations at a time, thus moving the whole family off the 
government system. 
 

They currently have ten fully furnished properties all in the 
same block of the beautiful, historic, Amarillo College 
area.  Their children are active in sports, cheerleading,   
academics, scouts, church, and a host of other activities. 
 

To learn more about Eveline’s Sunshine Cottage and to 
read some success stories, visit  
https://www.evelinessunshinecottage.com/. 

Year-to-Date 

June 2O21 

May 2O21 

Time to Order Study Books 
 

St. Luke Women will resume meeting on September 8.  If 
you plan to participate, it is time to purchase your  
Horizons study book.  If you order through the office, each 
book will cost $11 (including shipping.)  Payment must be 
received no later than Friday, August 13.  Make checks 
payable to  St. Luke and write “Horizons” on the memo 
line or envelope.  It is not necessary to call or email the 
office.  Melissa will order according to the list of payments 
received.  No  extra copies will be ordered.   
 

If you would prefer to order directly from PW, here is the 
link: https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/product/what-
my-grandmothers-taught-me-english-edition/.  Just scroll 
down the web page and add it to your cart. 
 

About your 2021-22 study book by Merryl Blair: 
 

What My Grandmothers Taught Me: Learning from the 
Women in Matthew’s Genealogy of Jesus 
 

Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba, and Mary—Matthew 
names these women for a reason.  How might Jesus 
have heard the stories of his grandmothers?  What 
might the young Jesus have felt as he heard about his 
family?  What might the stories of these women have 
added to his sense of identity, as part of a particular 
family in a particular time and place? 
 

Have you thought about Jesus’ grandmothers?  What 
can these Grandmothers-of-the-Faith teach us?  Their 
stories will lead us into the gospel, the good news about 
Jesus Christ.  By exploring these stories together, we 
will have a richer idea of what the good news is. 
 

Merryl Blair teaches at Stirling Theological School in     
Melbourne, Victoria, Australia, and is active in the 
worldwide ministry of women of faith. 
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Before and after 
worship 
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2:00 pm 
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Exercise Class 
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Threads of Love 
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Exercise Class 
 

11:30 am 
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Belmar Bakery 
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Threads of Love 
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Finance Com. 
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8:00 - 10:00 am 

Laundry Love 
Event 

 
 
2:00 pm 

Study with  
Pastor Kati 

 
 
2:00 pm 

Study with  
Pastor Kati 

 
 

Baptism of  
Samantha Lucille 

Collins 



A note from Pastor Kati 

To come to enjoy what you have not 
you must go by a way in which you enjoy not.  
To come to the knowledge you have not 
you must go by a way in which you know not. 
To come to the possession you have not 
you must go by a way in which you possess not. 
To come to be what you are not 
you must go by a way in which you are not. 

 

—from The Ascent of Mount Carmel, John of the Cross 
 

Thank you for enduring the “way in which you enjoy 
not” in order to attain “what we (had) not” many months 
ago.  Over the spring and summer, we have been 
rebuilding our church from almost the ground up.  We 
had moments of conflict, and you showed extreme acts of 
grace and commitment.  We had forty responses for the 
Congregational Survey, and a summary of the comments 
was distributed to our members so that we might all grow 
as partners, living into community together. 
 

Thank you for your openness to learn new things in order 
to keep being the church in this strange new land. 
 

Many of you have suggested areas for growth, and many 
of you have stepped up to fill in those gaps.  Thank you 
for daring to walk “a way you possess not.”  Thank you 
for bending to do things which make you uncomfortable 
in order to reach the goal of living as the church God is 
creating us to be.                                  Continued on pg. 7 

SESSION REPORT                           Continued from pg. 3 
 

JULY 18 
Clerk’s Report 
1. June 2021 average attendance for worship – 61 
2. Active membership as of June 30, 2021 – 156 
3. Communion was celebrated on July 11, 2021. 
4. Wesley Wingo was elected to the Elder Class of 2022 

at the Congregational Meeting on July 11.  
5. Listed below are actions that were approved and the 

associated committee:  
 Pastor Kati’s vacation for September 1-6 was set.  

Doug Tanner will fill the pulpit.  (Pastor)   
 A churchwide spiritual leadership retreat was set for 

October 2, 8 a.m.-2 p.m. at Wildcat Bluff.  (Pastor)   
 Family retreats were discussed to take place possibly 

at the Discovery Center or Amarillo Zoo.  Proposals 
referred to Christian Education.  (Pastor)   

 Elder, and possibly deacon, training planned for the 
first of the year.  (Pastor)   

 PPP funds totaling $34,410 to be put in general 
operating fund to cover expected 2021 deficit.  Copier 
to be replaced.  (Finance)   

 Time & Talent Fair set for August 22.  (Finance)  
 Mary Holmlund and Ann Hefner to be 

commissioners at the presbytery meeting September 
24-25 in Lubbock.  [Pastor Kati and David Kemp, 
Presbytery Clerk, also to attend.]   

 Consideration of forming a diaconate and the related 
notion of reducing the size of the Session tabled to 
the next Stated Session Meeting.  [Any changes to  
St. Luke’s bylaws require congregational approval.]    

 A revamped Young at Heart program to begin in 
September.   

 Resignation from Session of Joyce Baughn received.   
 Baptism of Samantha Lucille Collins set for    

August 8 . 

6.  Commendations: 
 Jennifer Denham, Cruse Messer, Kary Wingo, and Paige Hadley for serving as liturgists.   
 Stacy Clopton for serving as liturgist, preparing and serving Communion, handing out Bibles to the 5th graders,    

masterminding the whole “A Year in Our Life” worship service on July 4, including writing the order of worship, 
choosing the liturgy, presenting the children’s sermon, and reading the meditations and scriptures.   

 Fifth graders for their participation in worship on June 13.   
 Ross Clopton for filling the pulpit on June 13 and preaching an inspiring sermon.   
 Bob Hansen for the July 4 service, including choosing all the music, both hymns and anthems, leading the choir and 

the congregation in song, and reading liturgy; another outstanding and creative job for Bob!    
 Travis Kemp for recording and live-streaming the worship service and posting it on YouTube later; kudos to Travis!   
 Mila Abbasova and Mary Holmlund for a stirring piano/organ duet arrangement of “America the Beautiful”!   
 Kim Lacey, Camille Hoy, and Mary Holmlund for helping serve Communion.    
 Janet and Gary Stone, Mary McCracken, and Mary Holmlund for preparing Communion.   
 Bob, Mila, and the choir for providing outstanding music, including the cantata, throughout June and July.   
 Ann Hefner for helping serve Communion and volunteering to help with some of the needed home visits and contacts 

while Pastor Kati had study leave and vacation.  Also, for bringing the idea of a re-vamped Young at Heart program to 
Session.  

 Session members for initiating in-person opportunities during the summer, which is typically a lighter time of activity 
for the church.   

 Doug Tanner for the hard work that he put into shopping for insurance and whittling down the premium; it paid off.   
 St. Luke’s young people who participate in LOGOS and other activities with enthusiasm and flexibility.   
 Worship and Christian Education committees for hosting the brunch on July 18 and to Donna Clopton for her help.   
 Joyce Baughn for her faithful service on the Session.   
 Barbara Taylor for her many years of service to Palo Duro Presbytery. 
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Remember What We Did This Summer 



Joys & Concerns 
 

 

Continue to remember: 

the people of Johnson Chapel 
A.M.E. Church; Glenda Moore (Kind House Ukraine Bakery); 
and the students, teachers, and staff at Mesa Verde Elementary. 

Postscripts 
 

Roger Castleberry is being awarded the Brand       
Leadership Award from Sonic Drive-In Corporate.  He 
will receive the award and be honored in September at 
the National Convention.  Way to go, Roger! 
  

Mila Abbasova was recently named an Operation      
Impact Recipient at WTAMU.  Congratulations! 
 

Thanks to all those who make coffee and bring donuts 
for Sunday fellowship hour.  (If you would like to      
participant, there’s a sign-up sheet on the counter.) 
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More Books Added to St. Luke Library 
 

Doug Tanner recently donated the following books to the church  
library: 
➢ Christian, David (Big Historian), Big History: Examines Our   

History, Explains Our Present, Imagines Our Future (2016).  
➢ Cowan, James, Fleeing Herod: A Journey Through Coptic Egypt 

with the Holy Family (2013).  
➢ Davis, Margaret Leslie, The Lost Gutenberg: The Astounding  

Story of One Book's Five-Hundred-Year Odyssey (2019).  
➢ Frederiksen, Paula, Paul: The Pagans' Apostle (2017).   
➢ Haywood, John, Historical Atlas of the Ancient World, 4,000,000 

- 500 B.C. (1998).   
➢ Ibid, Historical Atlas of the Classical World, 500 BC - AD 600 

(1998).   
➢ Impelluso, Lucia, Myths: Tales of Greek and Roman Gods (2007).   
➢ Vineburg, Sidney, The Prayers of David: 40 Devotions            

Examining the Man After God's Own Heart (2017). 

Teacher Appreciation Sunday 
 

Calling all teachers!  On Sunday, August 15, we 
want to pray over you and show you our support 
for all you have done for the students in the last 
few years and with another difficult year ahead.  
You will be invited to stand and receive a      
blessing and a small token of support.  Contact 
Donna Clopton for more information. 

Lunch Bunch to Munch 
 

The Fourth Thursday Lunch Bunch will meet at 
11:30 a.m. at the Belmar Bakery luncheon nook 
on August 26.  The restaurant is located in The 
Village on Bell shopping center at 34th and Bell. 

Regular Office Hours 
 

Pastor Kati’s drop-in office hours are as follows:      
Tuesday (noon to 2 p.m.), Wednesday (10 a.m. to noon), 
or by appointment. 
 

The administrative office hours continues to be open 
Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. - noon and 1 - 5 p.m. 
 

STROKES OF GRACE              Continued from pg. 6 
 

The next challenge is to keep choosing to be 
uncomfortable once we reach a level of comfort and 
satisfaction.  We know now that in order to become the 
church which we are not yet, we must become a church 
that we are not.  Growth requires change, and this change 
does not dishonor our past.  We still want to be the 
church we used to be, in the way God created and began 
this church not so long ago.  As we grow and change, we 
carry this legacy with dignity and respect.  Trusting in 
the voice of the Holy Spirit speaking through the many 
members of our congregation, we listen for the guidance 
of the God who was, is, and will be, as we work hand in 
hand with one another, seeking to be the church we were, 
are and will be. 

Newsletter Deadline 
 

The deadline for the September edition of the E-pistle will be 
Sunday, August 22.  The newsletter will be mailed on August 
26.  Send your news to editor Nan Kemp.  If you are not on    
St. Luke’s emailing list and would like to receive the newsletter, 
please contact the church office to be added. 

Peanut Butter Sunday 
 

August 1 will be “Peanut Butter Sunday.”  You are encouraged 
to bring peanut butter to contribute to the High Plains Food 
Bank.  Non-perishable grocery items, empty egg cartons, and 
paper sacks are also accepted every week.  This ongoing project 
is sponsored by the Mission Committee.  

The “Unraveled” Summer Worship  
Series will continue through August. 


