
 

The adult Sunday school class will 
begin on September 11 at 9:45 a.m. 
We will be using a Great Courses 
video series entitled, The History  
and Archaeology of the Bible.  The 
presenter of this series is Jean-Pierre 
Isbouts.  A National Geographic 
Historian and a member of the 
Doctoral Faculty in the School of 
Leadership Studies at Fielding 
Graduate University, Isbouts is an 
award-winning filmmaker and best-
selling author who gained worldwide 
renown with his book, The Biblical 
World.  Each Sunday, we will view 
the thirty-minute video and follow it 
with thirty minutes of discussion and 
reflection.  Cruse Messer and 
Kendra Jones will be class 
facilitators. 
      

Children's Church will also return on 
September 11.  Preschool through 5th 
grade children are welcome to join 
Camille Hoy and Helen Thorsheim 
following the worship anthem.  They 
will meet in the nursery classroom 
for a Bible story with activities and 
crafts. 

VOLUME 57, ISSUE 9  |  SEPTEMBER 2022  |  NAN KEMP & MELISSA SHIELDS, CO-EDITORS 

        
3001 Bell Street 
Amarillo, TX  79106-5037 

 806.355.6253    Office 
806.355.0629   Fax 

 
pastor@stlukeamarillo.com 
admin@stlukeamarillo.com 

 
Visit our website: 
www.stlukeamarillo.com 

 Find us on Facebook: 
@stlukeamarillo 

 
Find us on Instagram: 
stlukeamarillo 

 
Find Pastor Kati’s blog: 
www.revkaticollins.com 

 
Pastor Kati’s podcast: 
The Sycamore Tree 

 
Download the Sharefaith App 
on the App Store 

 
Get St. Luke Pres., Amarillo TX 
on Google Play 

Download  
The Sharefaith App 

Download St. Luke  
Pres., Amarillo TX 

1 

 

E  pistle 

 

The kickoff of LOGOS for fall 2022 
is just around the corner! 
 

We are very excited for the new 
school year, and our first LOGOS 
evening is scheduled for Wednesday, 
September 7.  We will continue 
through the fall semester on the first 
Wednesday of every month, starting 
at 6 p.m. and ending around 7:15 
p.m. with a dessert.  Please take note 
that we will not be providing a full 
dinner this fall but will continue to 
work with St. Luke's kids with craft 
activities, worship skills, Bible 
lessons, and recreation time.   We 
hope to see all our kids on the 7th!   

Wesley Wingo 

 

Growing Adult Presbyterians (GAP) 
is getting back together again.  This 
group is for young adults, including 
those with school-age children and 
younger, to meet for fellowship.  We 
have a fantastic group of volunteers 
who will be providing childcare for 
GAP on the third Wednesday of every 
month from 6:00 - 7:30 p.m., but this  

Continued on page 2. 



Small Groups & Gatherings 

 

The men of the church will meet for breakfast on 
Tuesday, September 13, at 6:30 a.m. in the fellowship 
hall.  All men of the church are welcome.  

 

Young at Heart will meet on Wednesday, September 
21, at noon in the fellowship hall.  A small fee of $8 
covers the cost of your meal.  Kindly RSVP to the 
church office by noon on the 20th if you plan to     
attend.  Watch church bulletins; the speaker is TBD.  

 

The Fourth Thursday Lunch Bunch will meet on  
September 22 at noon under the trees south of the 
fellowship hall.  Bring your own lunch and join us for 
fellowship.  
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A note from Pastor Kati 

GAP continued from page 1. 
 

does not mean you have to be a parent to be involved!   
The first meeting will be on September 21.  Childcare 
will be provided at St. Luke, and then we plan to meet 
at Fuzzy's Taco Shop around 6:15 p.m. to discuss 
GAP ideas for this fall.  If you have any          
questions, feel free to ask Wesley Wingo, Paige 
Hadley, or Darcy Hargis for more information. 

 

St. Luke Women will resume meeting on       
September 14 at 9:30 a.m.  We will begin with            
a brunch provided by Sallie Amason.  Donna 
Clopton will present a devotional.  The lesson         
and short business meeting will follow.  The         
theme this year is Celebrating Sabbath.  It          
promises to be a thoughtful study, and we look 
forward to another enjoyable year together.              
All women are welcome.  
 

If you would like to order a study guide from  
Presbyterian Women, here is the link: 
www.presbyterianwomen.org/bible-study/ 
celebrating-sabbath/.  

 

St. Luke Holy Mommas will meet on the second 
Thursday of the month.  Please contact Pastor Kati to 
be put on our invite text group.  September will be at 
Palace Coffee on Georgia at 6:30 p.m. on the 8th. 

 

Farkle players meet at St. Luke in the fellowship hall 
on the last Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m. for games 
and fellowship.  New players are always welcome. 

“Start by doing what is necessary, 
then what is possible, and suddenly 
you are doing the impossible.” 

—St. Francis of Assisi 
 

Some of my earliest memories are from 
Church Family Retreats near Bluestone 
State Park in West Virginia.  We lived 
near Charleston at the time, and my 
family’s church went on retreats every 
once in a while.  The memory is less 
particular about what we did and  
mostly a feeling of warmth, fun, and 
love.  When we got to Oklahoma, my 
mom led some of the retreats, and I 
remember one where we got there in 
the rain, and it seemed like we had 
driven five hours just to sit in an old 
room without getting to enjoy the    
nature because of the weather.  I was 
about thirteen, and I thought our retreat 
was doomed.  We ended up drinking  

lots of “Russian Tea” (Tang, tea, and pumpkin pie spices) and 
hot chocolate, playing games, singing songs, and spending time 
in prayer.  Again, I have this warm memory of fun and love.  
It’s memories like this that gave me what youth ministers call a 
“Sticky Faith”, meaning church experiences that keep us     
coming back throughout life, wherever we live, seeking out a 
church home as a means of connecting with God and following 
in Christ’s way. 
 

As adults, these “sticky memories” are just as necessary and 
provide a foundation of trust with the church and with one    
another.  When the rains come, these experiences help us turn 
to one another and rely on God’s strength.  We have a few   
opportunities coming soon that I hope will fill your heart with 
love and leave you with that “sticky” feeling of knowing God is 
stuck on you and that church is a place we can experience God 
in the flesh.  The first one is the Talent Show.  You don’t need 
to have a talent to enjoy the show, you just need a desire for 
wonder.  Dr. William P. Brown writes about the significance of 
wonder in the building of connections between people.  “Such 
is wonder’s paradox: wonder instills a reverent, even fearful, 
receptivity toward the Other, a posture of standing back or 
bending the knee.  Such is wonder’s affinity with awe, even 
fear.  At the same time, wonder also quickens the desire to   
venture forth to know more, to know the Other.”  The Talent 
Show is a beloved tradition, so not something new, but as    
people reveal their talents, we learn more about them, and this 
opportunity to be in awe of God’s blessing ignites a desire to 
know them better. 
 

In October, our Worship Committee invites you to a new      
experience, an evening service with a pet blessing.  This will be 
something new to us, but the tradition reaches back specifically 
to the time of St. Francis and generally to the days of Adam, 
when he named each of the companions given to him by God. 

Continued on page 6. 

Little Pastor Kati,  
observing the river in 
“wonder” at Bluestone 
Presbyterian Camp with 
her mom, Ann Salmons. 

https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/bible-study/celebrating-sabbath/
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/bible-study/celebrating-sabbath/


 

Is that a hint of fall I feel in the air?  Or is it just my hopeful 
imagination?  If it is fall, then it is time for two collections 
the Mission Committee has planned for the season.  The 
first, which began on August 1, is a collection of requested 
items for the Amarillo College Food Pantry.  They have  
specifically asked for Hamburger Helper, cans of mixed 
veggies, cans of fruit; and cans of chili.  They also need 
toothpaste (adults and children), toothbrushes, two-in-one 
shampoo/conditioner, body soap, deodorant, baby wipes and 
baby wash.  This collection will end August 31. 
      

The second collection begins on September 1.  This drive is 
for Mesa Verde Elementary School and will continue      
indefinitely.  They have requested facial tissues, ChapStick, 
and Clorox wipes.  If you can help with these requests, 
please bring your purchases to the church, and we will take 
it from there.  There are bins in the fellowship hall labeled 
for both institutions.  Please help us provide these necessary 
items, if you can. 
 

Your Mission Committee has asked that the first Sunday of 
the month be redesignated "Mesa Verde Sunday."  If you are 
in the habit of bringing peanut butter on that day, you can 
now purchase any of the items listed above for Mesa Verde 
and bring it to the church on each first Sunday of the month.   
You have always been a very generous congregation, and 
we will try to remind you in the bulletin each month. 
 

And please continue to pray for our Laundry Love mission 
and for those who avail themselves of our free laundry    
service each month.  The next event is on September 17, 
from 8-10 a.m.  Those of us who participate regularly look 
forward to being with all our friends and to making new 
connections.  The invitation stands.  Please consider joining 
us. 
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Detailed financial reports are always available for 
review by church members.  Stop by the church office  

during regular hours and request to examine the 
previous month’s financial documents. 

 

 

The Seminar Committee of St. Luke is excited to announce 
the fall seminar will return this year!  Put the dates of   
Friday and Saturday, October 7-8 on your calendars.  
Our speaker will be Dr. Angela N. Parker, assistant       
professor of New Testament and Greek at McAfee School 
of Theology, Mercer University in Atlanta, Georgia.  She 
teaches courses in New Testament, Greek Exegesis,     
Gospel of Mark, the Corinthians Correspondence, Gospel 
of John, and Womanist and Feminist Hermeneutics unto 
Preaching.  Look for more information next month.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Fellowship Committee  
is hosting an ice cream social 
and talent show at 4 p.m. on 
Sunday, August 28.  Please 
bring ice cream or cookies.  
The committee will provide 
the toppings.  If you have a 
talent to share, let Nan 
Kemp know, and she’ll put 
you on the list.  
      

After the program, the long-
awaited playground will be 
dedicated.  Please plan to 
attend this end-of-summer 
party.         Bob McCracken 

 

The Nominating     
Committee requests your 
input.  You are asked to 
prayerfully contemplate 
people to be considered 
for the Elder Class of 
2025.  You can find  
purple suggestion slips 
on tables in the hall and 
on page 8.  
 

Please turn in your    
suggestions by August  
28 by dropping them in 
the offering plate on 
Sunday, mailing them to 
the church office, or 
emailing them to 
stluke.amarillotx@gmail
.com  

mailto:stluke.amarillotx@gmail.com
mailto:stluke.amarillotx@gmail.com


1 
2 
4 
6 
8 
9 

12 
12 

 P.J.  
 Keegan  
 Nan  
 Hadlee* 
 Jude 
 Ross 
 Jessica 
 Tim  

14 
17 
18 
19 
19 
23 
25 
25 

 Mindy 
 Cruse  
 Lillie  
 Yvette 
 Doug  
 suziQ  
 Julie  
 Alexa  
* Friend of St. Luke 

If your birthday is not listed or if there is an error,  
please call the church office. 

September Birthdays 
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Doug Tanner will be 80 on September 19 and to celebrate the      
occasion, we are hosting a pot-luck dinner on Sunday September 18 
at our house.  Everyone is invited to bring some food and join us at 
4:30 p.m.  We’ll provide the location and dishes, but you’re all    
responsible for the fun and festivities, so please come and help us 
celebrate a friend who gives so much of his time and talents to our 
happy St. Luke family!        Helen Thorsheim and Quentin Smith 

 

You are invited to a weekly Bible study group meeting on 
Tuesday evenings starting in October.  The first meeting will be 
at Tim and Kim Lacey’s home at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday,      
October 4.  The plan is to work our way through the book of 
Hebrews, taking one chapter each week.  A small group met 
weekly this past summer as a follow-up to the study of Mark 
last fall.  We found the meetings enjoyable and enlightening, 
drawing different perspectives from each other.   
 

According to the Discipleship Study Bible, “Hebrews addresses 
people who have been Christians for some time, but who find 
that their earlier enthusiasm has faded and that their faith    
commitment is on the wane…the major purpose of Hebrews is 
thus to encourage, strengthen, and motivate its readers, to call 
them to faithfulness.”  If this relaxed, group-led study sounds 
interesting to you, we hope you will make plans to join us!     
For more information, give Kary Wingo a call. 

 

Walk to live longer and better!  That’s the take-home 
lesson from a study published in JAMA Internal     
Medicine in 2019 that asked the question “Are         
increased numbers of steps per day associated with 
lower mortality rates among older women?”   In a large 
study of older women, the authors found significantly 
lower mortality rates with only 4400 steps per day, 
compared to women who walked an average of 2700 
steps/day.  The beneficial effect of walking leveled off 
at about 7500 steps/day.  So, it’s not necessary to walk 
10,000 steps each day.  Importantly, for those of us 
who can’t walk quickly anymore, there was not a 
strong correlation between walking pace and better 
health — it’s not how quickly you walk that is           
important, just how much.  In case you aren’t aware — 
most smartphones have a built-in app that monitors 
your number of steps, if you can remember to routinely 
carry your phone.  By trying to be a little more active 
around the house and adding in one or two ½-hour 
walks (each of which will probably be 1500 – 2000 
steps), you may easily achieve more than 4000 steps 
and have a very positive effect on your health!   

 

Members of the Congregational Care Committee plan 
to recognize and honor all St. Luke attendees who work 
in any area of the medical field.  These people have 
been through a difficult time of late due to the COVID 
epidemic, and we wish to honor the work they have 
been doing and continue to do.  Please join us on     
Sunday, September 25, so that we may recognize and 
show appreciation for you and the work you do.  It 
would be very helpful if you would let the church    
office know if you can be there on September 25.  
Thank you.                                           Donna Clopton 

 

Please plan to attend one of the active shooter presentations.  
The first will be held at 5:30 p.m. on August 29.  A second  
offering of this excellent discussion by Tim Williams will be 
held on September 9 at 9 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. 
  

Security film should be installed on the windows in the kitchen, 
chair closet, and education wing on August 26.  The           
components for the other improvements are being ordered by 
our selected vendors.  Finally, there will be new signs on the 
doorways and inside the church showing the layout of the 
building.  Please familiarize yourself with the locations of exits, 
fire extinguishers, and the defibrillator. 

 

Please join us for a welcome reception for new members following 
the church service on October 2 in the fellowship hall.  We plan to 
officially welcome all those who have become members since the 
time when we stopped meeting in person and began meeting via 
Facebook.  There will be plenty of refreshments and some good 
time for visiting and getting better acquainted.  Please put this date 
on your calendar and plan to join us for this fun event hosted by the 
Fellowship and Congregational Care Committees. 



       

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Z) = Zoom Mtg.  

10:00 am 

Exercise Group 
 

2:00 pm 

Threads of Love 
 

6:15 pm 

Outreach Com. (Z) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Kati 
will be on vacation 

with her family; 
she will return 
to the office  
on the 7th. 

 
 

       

Mesa Verde  
Sunday 

 

Elder  
Ross Clopton  

will fill the pulpit. 
 

 
 
 

Labor Day 
 

10:30 am 

No Piano Class 
 

Church offices   
will be closed. 

10:00 a.m. 

Exercise Group 
 

4:00 pm 

Congregational 
Care Com. Mtg. 
 

Pastor Kati  
will observe her  

day of rest. 

12:00 noon 

Finance Com. Mtg. 
 

1:30 pm 

Luke Bible Study 
 

6:00 - 7:15 pm 

LOGOS 
 

 

10:00 am 

Exercise Group 
 

2:00 pm 

Threads of Love 
 

6:30 pm 

St. Luke Mommas 

9:00 am 

Security Training 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       

Patriot Day 
 

Sunday School & 
Children’s Church 

resume 
 

Communion will 
be celebrated. 

 

10:30 am 

Adult Piano Class 
 

5:30 pm 

Mission Com. Mtg. 
 

Melissa will be    
on vacation 

through the 14th 

6:30 am 

Men’s Breakfast 
 

10:00 am 

Exercise Group 
 

5:45 pm 

Worship Com. Mtg. 
 

6:30 pm 

Property Com. Mtg. 

9:30 am 

St. Luke Women 
10:00 am 

Exercise Group 
 

2:00 pm 

Threads of Love 
Ministry 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8:00  - 10:00 am 

Laundry Love 
Event @ 10th 
Street Laundry 

       

Following worship 

Stated Session 
Mtg. 
 

4:30 pm 

Birthday Party for 
Doug Tanner @ 
Thorsheim & 
Smith’s home 
 

10:30 am 

Adult Piano Class 
10:00 a.m. 

Exercise Group 
 

5:30 pm 

Fellowship Com. 
Mtg. 

International  
Day of Peace 

 

12:00 noon 

Young at Heart 
 

1:30 pm 

Luke Bible Study 
 

6:00 - 7:30 pm 

GAP 

Autumn begins 
 

10:00 am 

Exercise Group 
 

12:00 noon 

Lunch Bunch 
 

2:00 pm 

Threads of Love 
 

9:00 am - 5:00 pm 

Scrapbook Club 
Event @ St. Luke 

9:00 am - 5:00 pm 

Scrapbook Club 
Event @ St. Luke 

       

 

Recognition of 
medical personnel 

 

Epistle deadline 

 
 
 
 
 

 

10:30 am 

Adult Piano Class 
10:00 a.m. 

Exercise Group 
 

7:00 pm 

Farkle Group 

 10:00 am 

Exercise Group 
 

2:00 pm 

Threads of Love 
Ministry 

  

8:00 pm - AA 
8:00 pm - Al-non 

8:00 pm - AA 
8:00 pm - Al-non 

8:00 pm - AA 
8:00 pm - Al-non 

8:00 pm - AA 
8:00 pm - Al-non 

6:30 pm - ACA 
8:00 pm - AA 
8:00 pm - Al-non 

6:30 pm - ACA 
8:00 pm - AA 
8:00 pm - Al-non 

6:30 pm - ACA 
8:00 pm - AA 
8:00 pm - Al-non 

6:30 pm - ACA 
8:00 pm - AA 
8:00 pm - Al-non 

6:30 pm - ACA 
8:00 pm - AA 
8:00 pm - Al-non 

10:30 am - ACA 

10:30 am - ACA 

10:30 am - ACA 

10:30 am - ACA 

9:30 am 
9:45 am 

10:15 am 
 

11:00 am 
 
 

Coffee & Fellowship 
Adult Sunday School Class 
Choir Rehearsal  
     unless otherwise stated 
In-Person Worship and 
     service will stream  
     Live on Facebook 
Children’s Church 
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Below are highlights from the Session meeting on  
August 21: 
 

Clerk’s Report: 
• June 2022 average attendance for worship - 61 

July 2022 average attendance for worship - 57   
• Active membership as of June 30, 2022 - 147 

Active membership as of July 31, 2022 - 147   
• Communion was celebrated on July 10 and August 

14.   
• Nursery workers and volunteers will be required to 

complete a "Safe Gatherings" online training.   
• New name tags will be ordered for anyone           

requesting one.   
• St. Luke t-shirts will be given out during the annual 

stewardship drive. 
 

Commendations:   
All of our youth, wishing them a great start to their 

school year!   
Ashley Denham and suziQ did a fantastic job of 

setting up the booth at PRIDE and are much        
appreciated by the Outreach Committee.   

Nicole Payne came up with the craft activity for 
PRIDE and trained helpers on the activity so PRIDE 
participants could have a make-and-take activity.   

Continued on page 7. 

STROKES OF GRACE continued from page 2. 
 

Thirdly, I hope you will plan to join us for an All-
Church Retreat on October 22.  May this be a time to 
re-ignite your awe for nature and reconnect with the 
Holy Spirit.  May it also be a time where you draw 
near to your church family in wonder and delight.  
Hopefully the storms are behind us, but the moments 
of joy and love that we share together will strengthen 
us for the road ahead. 

 

Recent prayer requests: 

 

We extend our condolences and prayers to all who have lost 
loved ones.  May our Lord bless and comfort your families    
during this time of grief. 
 Rebecca Vardiman and family.  Her mother, Jane         

Vardiman, has passed away.  A memorial service will be 
held in Jane’s home church in Waco later this fall.  

 Jeffrey Buck, son of Debbie Buck, Mary Holmlund's 
friend, died on Monday, August 15, after a long and valiant 
battle against Diabetes Type 1 and complications from the 
disease.  Please pray for peace and God's love for Debbie 
Buck and all the family as they grieve Jeffrey's death.  

 

Continue to remember those with COVID-19 and also 

the St. Luke Session; the staff and residents at 
Amarillo Children’s Home; the people of Johnson Chapel 
A.M.E. Church; Glenda Moore (Kind House Ukraine Bakery); 
our participants at Laundry Love; and the students, teachers, 
and staff at Mesa Verde Elementary School. 

 

A Blessing of the Animals Evening Worship will be held on 
Tuesday, October 4 at 6:30 p.m. outside the sanctuary (or if 
windy, we will move to the courtyard.) 
 

Bring your family, friends, and animal friends as we give thanks 
for God’s creation and pray for a blessing upon our animal 
companions.  If you would like a blessing but are unable to 
bring your pet, you may bring any of the following: picture of 
the pet, food or water for the pet, stuffed animal, leash, pillow, 
or other personal item.  The service will include singing,    
scripture, memorial candles (electric), and prayer for pets who 
have died, and a procession of persons with their animals or 
items to receive a blessing from Pastor Kati. 

 

Pastor Kati will be offering a new afternoon Bible 
study on the first and third Wednesdays at 1:30 p.m.  
All are welcome.  We will be reading through the 
Gospel of Luke, taking turns, so please bring your  
preferred Bible. 

Mark your calendars for  

an All-Church Retreat on October 22 

at High Plains Retreat Center. 

Watch your bulletin for details! 

 

The Presbytery’s Resources Committee recently heard a report 
from the Texas Presbyterian Foundation.  They are not bound 
by the denomination’s recent divestment decision, and do not 
intend to follow it.  The investments constituting the            
divestment directive are less than 2% of their assets. 
 

In related news, as of the end of July TPF’s returns were down 
about 10% from this time last year.  They are cautiously       
optimistic that the funds will break even by the end of the year.  

David Kemp  
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St. Luke updates the church telephone directory each year.  The plan was 
to make the revised directory available on September 1.  We are still 
shooting for that date; however, we have not yet contacted all members 
that did not complete the directory update form.  This means that printing 
may be slightly delayed.  If you would like to help speed the process, you 
can still enter your contact information here: 

 

 

The deadline for the October E-pistle will be 
Sunday, September 25.  Send your news to    
editor Nan Kemp.  It will be emailed on the 
29th.  If you are not on St. Luke’s emailing list 
and would like to receive the newsletter, please 
contact the church office to be added. 

 

September 1 is fast approaching.  This season is a perfect time to take stock 
of our giving as we get back into a routine.  Giving Statements will be 
emailed around the first; please watch your email.  Take just a moment to 
verify that your gifts have been recorded correctly.  If you have any  

questions or need to report an error, 
please call the church office.   

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS continued. 
 

Doug Tanner and his many years of       
dedication to maintaining the St. Luke street 
sign and posting advertisements and        
scriptures.   

Tom Heyde for name tags for new members.   
Cruse Messer for the wreath she made for 

Pastor Kati.   
Robin Gantz for filling the pulpit August 7.   
All bell choristers for continuing to share 

their talents and music.   
Helen Thorsheim for staying on top of the 

security grant.   
Doug Tanner and Camille Hoy for their 

continued service with the Personnel       
Committee. 

 

Great reformed theologians tend to 
have Germanic names.  Think   
Martin Luther, Karl Barth, Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer, Reinhold Niebuhr (the 
latter an American).  Such is the 
case with Frederick Buechner, also 
American, who died August 15 of 
this year at age 96 at his farm in 
Rupert, Vermont.  
 

Like Niebuhr, under whom he   
studied, Buechner was an ordained 
Presbyterian minister.  He was an 
influential and well-regarded   
teacher and prolific author of     
thirty-nine published works        
including popular novels, poetry, 
autobiography, essays, sermons, 
and meditations.  A native New 
Yorker, he was educated at    
Princeton University, Yale Divinity 
School, and Union Theological 
Seminary.  
 

Buechner's search for religious   
understanding led him to create a 

religion department at Phillips    
Exeter Academy and teach there for 
nine years.  He then moved his  
family to a farmhouse in Vermont 
and devoted his remaining years to 
full-time writing, with occasional 
excursions into lecturing, at       
Harvard and elsewhere. 
 

His books explored the human   
condition from inspirational, deeply 
personal, and sometimes humorous 
points of view.  His works probed 
the sensitive points of intersection 
between faith and culture, and 
sought to discern the work of the 
divine in daily life.  An Institute for 
Faith and Culture at King           
University in Bristol, Tennessee 
was founded in Buechner's name 
and continues to hold events that 
provide perspective on these issues.  
 

Our modest library at St. Luke 
holds only two of Buechner's 
books: Whistling in the Dark: An 
ABC Theologized and Peculiar 
Treasures: A Biblical Who's Who. 
We should have more! 

Doug Tanner 

 
 

   ear St. Luke Family, 
Thank you so much for the beautiful and loving 
baby shower!  The outpouring of support was a 
reminder of God's love that we have always   
experienced through each of you here at St. 
Luke.  We know that Baby  Wingo will be 
very loved by her soon-to-be church family!  

—Love, Alexa and Wesley Wingo 

D 

Coffee Memorial Blood Center needs blood 
donors.  This significant act takes a small 
amount of your time and makes a great  
difference in the life of another.  You can 
find out if you are eligible and schedule an 
appointment at this link: https://
www.thegiftoflife.org/web/index.php?
page=donor-appointments.  And tell them 
that our church sent you! 

Do you have a September birthday?  The 
Endowment Committee encourages you to 
celebrate your birthday and the church   
together by donating the amount of your 
age. Your gift is added to St. Luke’s      
Perpetual Endowment Fund to continue the 
mission of the church in the years to come.  

 

August 28 (4. p.m.) Ice Cream  
Social and Talent Show    August 29 
(5:30 p.m.) Safety Training  September 9 (9 a.m.) Safety Training 
(repeat)  September 11,  Sunday school resumes  October 2 
( noon) New Member Meet & Greet   October 22, Church Retreat at 
High Plains Retreat Center  November 13, Interfaith Thanksgiving  
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Nominating Committee Requests Your Input 
 

1 Corinthians 12:4–7 (NRSV):  
Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of ser-

vices, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God 
who activates all of them in everyone.  To each is given the manifestation of the 

Spirit for the common good. 
 

As Presbyterians, we believe God calls us into relationship and ministry 
with a community of faith.  Each person serves different roles in different 
seasons as we learn from one another and grow together.  As we witness to 
this calling in one another, we invite specific people to be nominated for 
specific terms of service.  
 

Our elders are elected from the active membership of St. Luke.  We are 
asking for your help in discerning whom God is calling to serve in this  
capacity for a three-year term.  The people who will be nominated shall 
embody a spirit of wisdom, maturity, and compassion.  The elders work 
with the pastor to provide spiritual leadership for St. Luke.  Each elder 
moderates at least one committee and provides leadership by serving on the 
Session for a three-year term, unless otherwise stated.  
 

You are encouraged to prayerfully contemplate people to be considered by 
the Nominating Committee. 
 

List your suggestions in the space below and either place this form in the    
offering plate on August 28, drop it by the church office, or mail it to 3001 Bell 
St., 79106.  For your convenience, you may also email your suggestions to 
admin@stlukeamarillo.com. 

 

Current Session Members 

 

Members of the Officer Nominating Committee 
 

Donna Clopton and Marcie Dunavin - Session Representatives 
Sallie Amason, Krista Berry, and Kary Wingo -  At-Large Representatives 

 

……………………………………………………………………… 
 

Suggestions for Nomination  
 

____________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________ 
 

         (Optional Signature) ___________________________________ 

 

St. Luke Family Assistance Funds are available 
to members of St. Luke, staff member, or      
dependents of St. Luke members and may be 
used to pay for housing, utilities, transportation, 
medical expenses, and other needs.  Depending 
on the resources available, each household may 
receive assistance up to the designated cap.  
Please contact Pastor Kati if you or someone 
you know could benefit from this program.  
 

Most recently, several families have requested 
funds for gas.  If you would like to donate a $25 
or $50 Walmart gift card, these have been an 
efficient way to help people with fuel.  If you 
would like to donate using a check or digital 
gift, simply make a note and place in the       
offering plate, send to the office, or make a gift 
through the website.  
 

On a related note, Amarillo Resources for    
Community Transition pamphlets are available 
from the church office or Pastor Kati.  These list 
agencies and contact information for employ-
ment, mental and physical health, veterans, 
housing/sobriety houses, and drug & alcohol 
support resources within our community. 

 

The Kind House Bakery uses money raised from 
baked goods to help the people of Ukraine by 
delivering coal, medicine, medical equipment, 
and groceries, repairing homes, and helping in 
any other way that may be needed.  The non-
profit now has its own building at 4715 S.  
Western St., which is currently under construction.  
 

St. Luke regularly takes donations of baking 
items for KHUB including coconut, powdered 
sugar, butter, evaporated milk, white sugar, 
brown sugar, salt, aluminum foil, press and seal 
wrap, paper towels, and disposable baking pans.  
You can leave your gifts in the marked tub in 
the fellowship hall.   

 

Why do I subscribe to Horizons magazine?  It is the magazine for Presbyterian Women.  It costs $19.95 per year and gives 
me three-month Presbyterian calendars, news, and information about PW and the PC(USA), as well as information from the 
General Assembly.  Five times a year, I also get informative articles that are church worthy plus the yearly Horizons Bible 
Study.  I have received subscriptions to many other magazines (thank you) ranging in price, but I get more of what is        
important to me from Horizons.                                                                                                                       Margaret Heyde 

 

Enjoy the Labor Day holiday! 

Class of 2022 Class of 2023 Class of 2024 

Cheri Castleberry Ann Hefner Jennifer Denham 

Donna Clopton Camille Hoy Kendra Jones 

Marcie Dunavin Bob McCracken Tim Lacey 

Wesley Wingo Doug Tanner Cruse Messer 
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