
Fall Retreat: Spiritual Leadership 
Saturday, October 2  |  9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Spiritual leaders tend to their spirit 
before responding to a conflict or 
problem at hand.  They listen 
without judgment and with empathy 
as they review their own thoughts 
and emotions as well as observing 
others.  With prayer, they submit 
their emotion and pain to God, and 
they practice a holy delay, savoring 
the moment before taking the next 
step.  

  

Members of the St. Luke Session 
will gather on October 2 at Wildcat 
Bluff Nature Center to set aside time 
to care for their spirits and build 
relationships.  St. Luke family and 
friends are invited to join them in 
learning tools to become Spiritual 
Leaders.   
 

Check the St. Luke website or 
Facebook page for a link to the 
registration page. 
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St. Luke Presbyterian Church 

        3001 Bell Street 
Amarillo, TX  79106-5037 

 806.355.6253    Office 
806.355.0629   Fax 

 pastor@stlukeamarillo.com 
admin@stlukeamarillo.com 

 Visit our website: 
www.stlukeamarillo.com 

 Find us on Facebook: 
@stlukeamarillo 

 Watch us on YouTube: 
St. Luke Presbyterian Church 

 Find Pastor Kati’s blog: 
www.revkaticollins.com 

 Pastor Kati’s podcast: 
The Sycamore Tree 

 Download the Sharefaith App 
on the App Store 

 Get St. Luke Pres., Amarillo TX 
on Google Play 

Monday - Friday 
9 a.m. - noon  &  1 - 5 p.m. 

 

(See Pastor Kati’s column for her hours.) 
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Stewardship Dedication 
 

Financial giving is a spiritual act. 
Your generosity helps us carry out 
the mission to which God has called 
us: Hands of Service, Hands of 
Faith, Open Hands of Love.   
 

The Finance Committee asks that 
you return your giving commitment 
card after prayerful discernment and 
when you are able.  Whether you 
have done/will do this online or by 
paper or are taking some extra time 
to evaluate your finances, everyone 
is invited to worship on October 17, 
when we will offer our gifts to God 
in a prayer of dedication. 
 

Please remember that we need ALL 
St. Lukians to respond so that we 
may plan for the coming year. 

Nominating Committee 
Begins Work 
 

The Nominating Committee is seek-
ing your suggestions for nominations 
to fill four elder positions in the  
Class of 2024 (3-year terms) and   
one replacement in the Class of 2022      
(1 year remaining).  Please pick up    
a suggestion sheet (printed on green 
paper) from the table in the hall.  
Suggestions are due by October 3. 

Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, October 31 

for the purpose of electing elders 



A note from Pastor Kati 

One with Christ 
 

MATTHEW 28:19–20 (NRSV):  
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I 
have commanded you.  And remember, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.” 
 

Each year on the first Sunday of October, we celebrate 
World Communion, meaning many Christian churches 
celebrate this holiday all around the world and we 
emphasize that each meal is part of one big feast with 
many tables.  Around the globe, we say the same words 

in different languages, “Do this in remembrance of me.” 
We may use different loaves, but we all partake in the one 
body of Christ.  A friend of mine came back from an 
internship with the World Council of Churches, and I 
asked her, “What was it like when you got to celebrate 
Communion with Christians from all around the world at 
one table?”  
 

“Well, actually we never got to have Communion 
together,” she said.  “Our denominations disagree on 
what actually happens in the sharing of the bread and the 
juice, so most of their essential restrictions wouldn’t 
allow them to share with other denominations even 
though we would feel open to share with them.  The one 
thing we could do together was say the Lord’s Prayer. 
The fact that we could agree to say the prayer together in 
our own languages made the prayer more holy 
somehow.”  
 

Although this shocked me, I could see why this might be 
necessary, since the meal actually carries different 
meaning in the consecration for others.  But on World 
Communion Sunday, we celebrate the variety among 
God’s people, and we celebrate our unity with diversity. 
Like the many grains of flour coming together into one 
loaf, we are united, not by what we believe or think or say 
or do; we are united by Christ, himself.  Christ, alone, can 
bring us together.  Let us remember him and look beyond 
politics, beyond our disagreements, beyond our pain, and 
may we find sustenance for our journey of faith. 
 

Tuesdays, 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.  |  Wednesdays, 9 a.m. - noon 
or by appointment 

(Mondays are typically Pastor Kati’s Day of Rest.) 
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Additions to the Library 
 

• Bloom, Allan (translator and interpreter), The Republic 
of Plato (2016; originally published 1968).   

• Crossan, John Dominic, How to Read the Bible & Still 
Be a Christian: Is God Violent? An Exploration from 
Genesis to Revelation (2016).   

• Curry, Bishop Michael, The Power of Love: Sermons, 
Reflections, and Wisdom to Uplift and Inspire (2018).  
Features Curry's sermon for royal wedding of Duke & 
Duchess of Sussex (Harry & Meghan).   

• Haught, John F., The New Cosmic Story: Inside Our 
Awakening Universe (2017).   

• Pagels, Elaine, Why Religion? A Personal Story (2018).  
• Shanks, Herschel (editor), Partings: How Judaism and 

Christianity Became Two (2013).  Contributors from 
the Biblical Archaeology Society.   

• Sterckx, Roel, Ways of Heaven: An Introduction to 
Chinese Thought (2019).   

• Taylor, Barbara Brown, An Altar in the World: A     
Geography of Faith (2010). 

St. Luke Wins Security Grant 
 

St. Luke has received a grant for security enhancements 
from the U.S. Department of Homeland Security.  It    
covers improvements to doors, windows, and associated 
access systems (locks, electronic monitors, lighting, etc.). 
These measures are designed to ensure the safety of the 
church and its members against unwanted entry and   
possible terrorist attack.  The amount of the award is 
$133,520.  The period of performance is October 1, 2021 
to September 30, 2023.       
 

The grant is administered by the State of Texas Office of 
the Governor.  Those leading the performance effort are 
Doug Tanner (Authorized Official), Helen Thorsheim 
(Financial Official), and Melissa Shields (Project       
Director).  The Session will establish a project task force 
to guide and support the effort. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: If you have been using the 
TOWER ENTRANCE to the church, please use a 
different entrance until further notice; this includes 
those who have keys. Because of issues with the 
locks and the doors themselves, these doors will 
remain locked all week—including Sunday         
mornings.  During office hours, you may still buzz to 
be let in the door with remote lock release. 

The Sycamore Tree Podcast, Season 3 

 

Another season of Pastor Kati's podcast, The Sycamore 
Tree, will begin on October 5, released weekly on     
Tuesday afternoons.  On the Sycamore Tree podcast,  
congregation members join Pastor Kati to read scripture 
in community and get a new perspective.  
 

In this season of the podcast, we will be learning from 
one another about praying—body, mind, and soul. 

A Chaplain’s Perspective 
On October 10 during worship, Rev. Kati Collins will 
interview Rev. Scott Hill, Chaplain at Northwest Texas 
Hospital as the Life Application following the sermon.  
Chaplain Scott will share some of his experience through-
out the pandemic as he has ministered to several COVID 
patients, as well as doctors, nurses, and other staff in this 
local hospital. 
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12 
12 
13 

Steven  
Jarvis  
Camille 
Bea* 
Teresa 
Brayden 
Jennifer  
Cailyn  
Andy* 
 

17 
19 
20 
21 
22 
24 
26 
27 

Linda  
Nathan 
Abby  
Margaret 
Marilyn  
Pat  
Eddie 
Roger 
*Friend of St. Luke 
 

If your birthday is not listed or if there is an error,  
please call the church office. 

 

Birthdays 
IN OCTOBER 
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August 2O21 

Detailed financial reports are always available for 
review  by church members.  Simply stop by the church 
office  during regular hours and request to examine the 

previous month’s financial documents. 

Year-to-Date 

Mission Report  Ann Hefner 
 

Your Mission Committee sponsored another successful  
Laundry Love event on Saturday morning, September 18, at  
the 10th St. Laundry, 1412 SW 10th.  Our plans are to host a  
Laundry Love on the third Saturday of each month.  We are 
finding that the need is great in our city and our efforts are   
always well-received and appreciated.  If you would like to 
help us in this worthwhile endeavor, please let us know.  Happy 
results of this mission are the relationships we are  building 
with those who frequent the laundry.  Of course, if you cannot 
join us in person but would like to help, we would welcome 
monetary contributions to help cover the costs involved.   
      

Currently, we are also sponsoring an underwear/sock drive    
for the residents of the Amarillo Children's Home.  They are         
critically in need of men's (sizes SM, MED, and LG) and   
women's (XS to XXL) underwear and socks.  If you do not 
wish to shop for these items but would like to contribute, again 
we welcome and appreciate your financial gifts.  There is a  
collection box in Fellowship Hall for donated items.  Thank 
you for your support of these missions and the generosity you 
show to those in need in our community. 

2021 St. Luke Advent Devotional 
 

Pastor Kati is gathering volunteers to produce a special    
in-house Advent devotional.  Members and friends of      
St. Luke will be the authors!  The title and thematic     
overview of the book is A St. Luke Advent, so you may   
consider themes such as your memories at St. Luke,     
helping hands, loving all of our neighbors, the all-inclusive 
love of God, servant heart, family Christmas rituals/
practices, etc.  As part of your devotion, you may include a 
poem, a personal story, a news story, a mission report, a 
photo, a hymn, a recipe, or a work of art.  Each submission 
should be approximately 150-300 words (3-5 paragraphs) 
and include a short closing prayer.  Pastor Kati will connect 
scriptures with the traditional readings of this time of year, 
and she will assign willing volunteers a passage, unless you 
already have one in mind.  Submissions will be due       
November 8, so that the submissions can be organized, 
printed, and distributed by November 21.  Contact Pastor 
Kati for more information. 

Get to Know St. Luke 
 

A Brown Bag “Getting to Know St. Luke” Lunch will be held on 
October 3 after worship (first Sunday of the month).  Anyone is 
welcome to join Pastor Kati for lunch in the fellowship hall to 
learn more about our church, ask questions of faith, and get to 
know the people of our St. Luke family.  RSVP to the office or 
Pastor Kati for a free Jimmy John's sandwich or bring your own 
lunch.  Membership information will be available.  

You Are All Invited 
 

The Property Committee has scheduled the Fall Clean Up Day for 
October 23 at 8:30 a.m.  We would appreciate any help!!  Please 
come join us for donuts, fellowship, fun, and fresh air! 



➢ Establishment of Board of Deacons is still under 
consideration.  (Diaconate subcommittee)  

➢ Regarding COVID protocols, if Kati or Melissa 
became ill, the Session would be consulted about 
necessary sick leave.  Also, singing in the 
sanctuary will continue and masks are strongly 
recommended.  (Session) 

➢ Allison (Castleberry) Adams and Chip and Chris 
Newell, having joined other churches, were 
dismissed from our rolls.  

➢ Called congregational meeting to elect officers set 
for October 31. 

7. Commendations: 
• Our Educators — St. Luke honored our educators by 

having a teacher recognition at the worship service 
and presenting each educator with a gift bag 
containing snacks, a prayer, band aids, a pencil, a 
pen, and a couple of Advil tablets.  

• Congregational Care Committee members who 
provided the educator gift sacks.  

• Mary Holmlund, Travis Kemp, Nona Fulton, 
Mary Graff, and Eldon Wingo for serving as 
liturgists. 

• Marcie Robinson for Minute for Mission about 
Amarillo College Food Pantry. 

• Bob Hansen and Mila Abbasova for their beautiful 
music August 22. 

• Cruse Messer for creating and designing the 
Worship Committee trifold display for the Time and 
Talent Fair and for helping with the Finance 
Committee’s display. 

• Doug Tanner for filling the pulpit (his first time) at 
St. Luke.  Well done, Doug!  

• Mila and Mary Holmlund for the organ/piano duet 
September 12. 

• Helen Thorsheim and Travis Kemp for being our 
sound and recording techs. 

Continued on page 6. 

SESSION REPORTS 
 

The Session had two meetings in September.  Below are 
short reports: 
 

September 12 Called Meeting 
1. The Mission Committee asked that a sum be moved 

from the general budget into the Laundry Love 
designated fund. The agreed to sum was $400.   

2. Employee and pastoral quarantine procedures were 
discussed. 

 

September 19 Stated Meeting 
Clerk’s report 
1. August 2021 average attendance for worship – 54   
2. Active membership as of August 30, 2021 – 150   
3. Communion was celebrated on September 19, 2021.   
4. Holland , child of Ki and Darcy , 

was baptized on September 12, 2021.   
5. Karen Osburn joined with St. Luke by letter of transfer 

on September 6, 2021.  Rev. Robin Gantz has 
recognized St. Luke as her church home.   

6. Listed below are actions that were approved and the 
associated committee: 
➢ Moderator’s Report.  (Pastor) 
➢ An “Endowment Sunday” will be scheduled after 

the stewardship season, possibly in 2022. 
(Endowment) 

➢ Budget requests by committees should be submitted 
to the Finance Committee as soon as possible.  
(Finance) 

➢ A sum up to $1,350 was moved from the mission 
budget to the Laundry Love fund account.  (Mission) 

➢ Committee moderators reminded to take care that 
doors are locked, and lights turned off when leaving 
the building.  (Property) 

➢ A community group granted permission to meet 
Saturday mornings at the church.  (Property) 

➢ A quilt raffle will be held to raise money for 
playground equipment.  (Property) 
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Thursday Lunch Bunch 
 

The Fourth Thursday Lunch will take place October 28 
at 11:30 a.m.  Where we’ll meet is still up in the air – 
watch future church bulletins for more information. 

Quilt Raffle 
 

A beautiful king size quilt was donated to St. Luke 
by longtime member Dorothy Baggerly.  An award 
winning quilter, Anne Sanders of Spearman TX, 
gave the quilt to Dorothy.  The Baggerlys have    
always been generous members of St. Luke and 
have donated to our youth throughout the years. 
Dorothy is now living in Lubbock near her family.  
 

The proceeds from this raffle will go towards  
purchasing outdoor play equipment for our children. 
 

TICKETS: $10 each.  You may purchase as many as 
you want or may also make a monetary donation.  
 

DRAWING: The winner will be chosen November 
21.  Contact Cheri Castleberry, Property  
Committee moderator, with any questions. 

GAP Putt Putt, October 15th 
 

Hey young adults!  Want to come hang out together 
for a fun evening?  A few church volunteers will be at 
the church available to watch kids from 5:30-8 p.m. 
on Friday, October 15.  Adults can meet at Sports 
World for a game of miniature golf at 6 p.m.  Please 
RSVP to Pastor Kati, so we can have your contact 
information in case the weather changes and to know 
how many children to expect at the church. 

Food and Fellowship 
 

Mark your calendar and plan to participate.  The St. 
Luke Talent Show will be held outdoors on October 24. 
We will share a meal together as well.  



SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT 

    Pastor Kati will be  
in the office on this Monday  

to compensate for an absence  
due to her kids’ illness. 

   Mental Illness 
Awareness Week 

Begins 
 

Deadline to give 
suggestions  

for officer  
nominations     

extended to Oct. 3 

9:00 am - 2:00 pm 

Spiritual Leader-
ship Retreat @ 
Wildcat Bluff    
Nature Center 
 
 
 

 

World Communion 
Sunday 

 

PB Sunday 
 

Communion 
 

12:00 noon 

Brown Bag 
“Getting to Know 
St. Luke” Lunch  

10:30 am 

Adult Piano Class 
 

10:00 am 

Exercise Class 
 

4:00 pm 

Congregational 
Care Com. Mtg. 
 

6:00 pm 

Fellowship Com. Mtg. 
 

New podcast release 

5:30 - 7:30 pm 

LOGOS 
10:00 am 

Exercise Class 
 

2:00 pm 

Threads of Love 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

During worship— 
Interview with 

Rev. Scott Hill 
(Chaplain, NWTH) 
 

following worship 

Officer Nominating 
Com. Mtg. 

10:30 am 

Adult Piano Class 
 

2:00 pm 

CE Com. Mtg. 
 

5:30 pm 

Mission Com. Mtg. 

10:00 am 

Exercise Class 
 

5:45 pm 

Worship Com. 
Mtg. (Zoom) 
 

New podcast release 

9:30 am 

St. Luke Women 
 

12:00 noon 

Finance Com. Mtg. 
 

7:00 pm 

Mark Study 

10:00 am 

Exercise Class 
 

2:00 pm 

Threads of Love 

6:00pm 

GAP Putt Putt @ 
Sports World 
 
 
 
 
 

World Food Day 
 

8:00 - 10:00 am 

Laundry Love 
Event 

Deadline to return 
stewardship forms 

 

Deadline to return 
budget requests 

 

Baptism of  
Hayden Payne 

 

12:00 noon 

Stated Session Mtg. 

10:30 am 

Adult Piano Class 
10:00 am 

Exercise Class 
 

5:30 pm 

Property Com. 
Mtg. 
 

New podcast release 

12:00 noon 

Young at Heart 
 

7:00 pm 

Mark Study 

10:00 am 

Exercise Class 
 

2:00 pm 

Threads of Love 

 
 

8:30 am 

Fall Clean Up Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Epistle deadline 
 

5:00 pm 

Talent Show & 
Supper 

10:30 am 

Adult Piano Class 
10:00 am 

Exercise Class 
 

7:00 pm 

Farkle Group 
 

New podcast release 

 10:00 am 

Exercise Class 
 

11:30 am 

Lunch Bunch 
 

2:00 pm 

Threads of Love 

Melissa will be 
on vacation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      

Reformation Sunday 
 

following worship 

Called Cong. Mtg. 
 

7:00 pm 

Silent Meditation 
Svc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     

8:00 pm - AA 
8:00 pm - Al-non 

6:30 pm  - ACA 
8:00 pm - AA 
8:00 pm - Al-non 

6:30 pm  - ACA 
8:00 pm - AA 
8:00 pm - Al-non 

6:30 pm  - ACA 
8:00 pm - AA 
8:00 pm - Al-non 

6:30 pm  - ACA 
8:00 pm - AA 
8:00 pm - Al-non 

8:00 pm - AA 
8:00 pm - Al-non 

8:00 pm - AA 
8:00 pm - Al-non 

8:00 pm - AA 
8:00 pm - Al-non 

10:30 am  - ACA 

10:30 am  - ACA 

10:30 am  - ACA 

10:30 am  - ACA 

10:30 am  - ACA 

SUNDAY SCHEUDLE 
9:30 am 
9:45 am 

10:30 am 
11:00 am 
11:00 am 
11:00 am 

2:00 pm 

Coffee & Fellowship 
Adult Sunday School 
Choir Rehearsal (until further notice) 
In-Person Worship 
Service will stream Live on Facebook 
Children’s Church during worship 
Service will be posted to YouTube 
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LOGOS, First Wednesday  
 

The next monthly LOGOS event will be held on the first 
Wednesday of October (the 6th) from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
The activities will center around a provided meal, Bible 
study, worship skills, and crafts/recreation.  LOGOS is for 
all kids from K-12 and for any friends of St. Luke as well. 

St. Luke Women 
 

St. Luke Women will continue the study of What My 
Grandmothers Taught Me on Wednesday, October 13    
at 9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hill.  Margaret Heyde will   
provide refreshments.  Margaret will also begin the day 
with reminiscences about her grandmothers in lieu of a 
devotional.  The study this month is Lesson Two: 
“Tamar”.  The lesson will be followed by a short business 
meeting.   

Mark Study Continues 
 

St. Luke is in the middle of a 4-week Bible study on the 
Gospel of Mark.  Classes meet on Wednesday evenings 
at 7:00 in Fellowship Hall.  We will skip October 6 but 
resume on the 13th.  Handouts from The Thoughtful 
Christian will be available for each class.  Please contact 
Kary Wingo ( ) if you’d like to 
participate, and she will email the weekly handouts to you. 

Children’s Church  
 

Children’s church continues.  Following the chancel 
choir’s anthem, children will dismiss to the classroom 
inside the Bright Education Center.  Helen Thorsheim 
and Camille Hoy are leading this class.  Participants will 
learn through songs, crafts, and Bible stories that follow 
the lectionary. 

Newsletter Deadline 
 

The deadline for the November edition of the E-pistle 
will be  Sunday, October 24.  The newsletter will be 
mailed on October 28.  Send your news to editor Nan 
Kemp.  If you are not on St. Luke’s emailing list and 
would like to receive the newsletter, please contact the 
church office to be added. 

Adult Sunday School  
 

Adult Sunday School has begun.  Meet in the last 
classroom on the north side of the education wing at  
9:45 a.m.  Each week, we view a 30-minute video from 
the Great Courses Video Series, How Jesus Became God, 
and follow with 30 minutes of discussion.  Facilitators 
for the class are Cruse Messer, Kendra Jones, and 
Kary Wingo.  All adults are welcome.   

Postscripts 
 

Jennifer Denham was recently named Staff Employee  
of the Month by the WT Staff Council.  Jennifer is the   
Testing/Remediation Coordinator, Advisor, and          
Instructor for the Department of Education.  Kudos! 
 

An electronic copy of the telephone directory has been 
emailed.  One printed copy per family is available to be 
picked up from the tower entry or the table in the narthex. 
 

Thanks to all the donut donators.  You’re so sweet! 
 

SAVE THE DATE:  The reinvigorated Young at Heart 
program is starting up again on Wednesday, October 20.  
Watch for details in future bulletins. 
 

St. Luke’s call2action number is 806-631-6253.  Text 
“AMEN” to be directed to the digital attendance pad.  
Text “GIVE” to make a financial contribution. 

Hayden Janet  
     will be baptized on 

          Sunday, October 17.   
Proud parents are Daron and Nicole .        
             Grandparents are Bob and Jennifer  
                ; great-grandparents are  
                 Tom and Margaret ; Ashley  
                                is Hayden’s aunt. 

SESSION REPORTS continued from page 4. 
 

• Holland Kay Hargis for being so precious and well
-behaved during her baptism.   

• Susan Barnes for crocheting prayer hearts.   
• Melissa Shields for designing the stewardship forms. 
• Bob McCracken, Doug Tanner, Helen 

Thorsheim, and Wesley Wingo for repair work 
done at the manse.   

• Helen Thorsheim for her continued work on the 
security grant.   

• Donor of two purifiers for the choir room.   
• Ashley Denham for her report and Kary Wingo’s 

editing help.   
• Mission Committee for informative worship 

contributions as well as effective opportunities to 
constructively “love our neighbors” through Laundry 
Love, Guyon Saunders Resource Center, Partners in 
Education, and Amarillo College Food Pantry. 

Joys & Concerns 
 

❖ We extend our love and prayers to Gary and Janet 
Stone upon the death of their granddaughter, Miranda 
Brogdon, who passed away on September 23.   
Donations to “Benefits for Miranda Brogdon” at   
Amarillo National Bank would be sincerely            
appreciated. 

 

Continue to remember those with COVID-19; 

the people of Johnson Chapel 
A.M.E. Church; Glenda Moore (Kind House Ukraine 
Bakery); and the students, teachers, and staff at Mesa 
Verde Elementary School. 
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October 3 is Peanut Butter Sunday! 

mailto:karywingo@gmail.com

