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ASSISTANCE NOW AVAILABLE
By David Barrow, Finance Committee

St. Luke has a new lifeline to those in need, the St. Luke Family
Assistance Fund: Providing a Lifeline for Those We Love. The objective
of this fund is to provide limited monetary emergency assistance to those
in need, as well as information resources for available assistance
programs. Recipients must be members of St. Luke, staff members, or
dependents of St. Luke members. All requests will be confidential. We
ask those in need to contact Pastor Kati or the church office.
Any individuals interested in donating to the fund can earmark any
contribution by check or online giving by designating the St. Luke Family
Assistance Fund or by contacting the church office.
The church created this fund with love, to keep hope alive for those who
need it, because that’s what we do.

It’s Donut/Coffee
Time Again

AC Food Pantry Needs
Monetary Donations

Do you miss having coffee
and donuts in Fellowship
Hall? The Fellowship
Committee does! So, we are
planning a drive-thru hour
with coffee and donuts at the
door to Fellowship Hall on
Sunday morning, June 7, from
9:30 until 10:30. You will
have time after you pick up
your refreshments to go home
and worship with us
on Facebook. We
hope to see you
and your
masks.

This year, instead of doing a traditional
food drive for the AC Food Pantry, the
Mission Committee is asking for
monetary donations to help AC
replenish the quickly dwindling pantry
stock and to provide housing assistance. If you are able to help, please
make your check to St. Luke and note
“AC Food Pantry” in the memo.

Virtual Communion
Communion will be celebrated with
our June 7 and July 12 services via
Facebook Live. Remember to
prepare your bread and juice before
those virtual services. Contact
Pastor Kati if you did not receive
home Communion last month and
would like to receive her prepared
elements before Sunday.

STAY

IN

TOUCH

3001 Bell Street
Amarillo, TX 79106-5037
806.355.6253 Office
806.355.0629 Fax
pastor@stlukeamarillo.com
admin@stlukeamarillo.com
Find Pastor Kati’s blog:
www.revkaticollins.com
Pastor Kati’s podcast:
The Sycamore Tree

Camp Responds to Times

Visit our website:
www.stlukeamarillo.com

See page 4 to learn about the new,
exciting way Buffalo Gap will offer
Church camp experiences for our
youth!

Find us on Facebook:
@stlukeamarillo
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Strokes of Grace
A note from

Pastor Kati

A Not So Ordinary Summer
On the day of Pentecost all the believers were meeting
together in one place. Suddenly, there was a sound from
heaven like the roaring of a mighty windstorm, and it filled
the house where they were sitting. Then, what looked like
flames or tongues of fire appeared and settled on each
of them. And everyone present was filled with the
Holy Spirit and began speaking in other languages, as the
Holy Spirit gave them this ability. Acts 2:1-4 (NLT)

This will not be an
ordinary summer. But
neither it will look like the
extra-ordinary summer we
would choose. Camps
have been cancelled.
Pools closed. Concerts
and festivals cancelled.
Surely the parks will
reopen? Do we know

about summer school? Is
it safe to take family
vacations if we just don’t
stay in a hotel? Can we
imagine a situation to
make it safe to be back in
the church building before
there is a well distributed
vaccine and treatment plan
for COVID-19? We have
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If your birthday is not listed
or if there is an error, please
call the church office.

become so accustomed to
a life of excitement and
activity, but the next two
months loom in front of us
like a galaxy, filled with
stars and gas but no life.
Before this pandemic hit,
extra-ordinary had
become our ordinary. So
how do we find fulfillment
or even just “ordinariness”
in a summer of emptiness?
The story of Pentecost
may seem like the opposite
of our situation, because
they were all gathered in
the same place together,
and the Spirit came upon
them and initiated an extra
-ordinary event. But
gathering in one place was
about the most mundane
thing they had done in
months. They had seen
Jesus do the most amazing
things. They had watched
him stand up to the
religious authorities and
their political authorities.
They had watched him be
crucified and buried. Then
they had been visited by
the resurrected Jesus, and
what did he ask them to
do? “Go back to
Jerusalem and wait for the
Holy Spirit.” The Spirit
didn’t come when they
were doing something
exciting and standing on a
mountain top. The Spirit
came while they waited in
isolation.
On the church calendar,
the season of Pentecost is
also called “ordinary
time,” but the word
“ordinary” means that this
is a time of slow growth,
taking one step at a time,

one day at a time, and
finding the Holy Spirit in
the unspectacular and
“ordinary” elements of our
lives.
Since we can’t do things
like we imagine to be
ordinary, we will be
looking for different ways
to be the church through
this season. But the Holy
Spirit promises that our
efforts don’t have to be
flashy, extravagant, and
extra-ordinary for God to
be present. Even in our
isolation, the Holy Spirit
can find us. Like Moses,
leading his sheep on an
ordinary trail, the Spirit of
God will come to us. Like
Joseph going through his
ordinary duties during a
time of famine, God will
reunite us with our family
when the time comes and
our world has changed.
Until then, we will sow
seeds of faith and hope.
These “seeds” will take the
form of ordinary things
like prayer, meeting in
small groups, celebrating
Communion in our homes,
meeting with committees,
continuing with Facebook
Live worship, and adding
simple concerts. Come
pick up an ordinary cup of
coffee and an ordinary
donut, and receive the
greeting of the Holy Spirit
on June 7. Maybe your
kids will enjoy Buffalo
Gap Camp from their
ordinary back yard.
Maybe you will find hope
in resistance to the extraordinary, trusting that the
Holy Spirit will appear in
the safety of our isolation.

St. Luke Supports KHUB
Way to go St. Luke! Recently we were able to deliver
baking goods to Kind House Ukraine Bakery. Through
your generosity, we contributed over 15 lbs. of flour,
15 lbs. of granulated sugar, several bags of both brown
and powdered sugar, Crisco, wax paper, and aluminum
foil. Glenda, owner of KHUB, was overwhelmed and
very thankful. Thank you to all who contributed!
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Epistles

Summer Concert Series

Dear St. Luke,
Thank you so much for the bouquet of flowers you put
on our door. We appreciate them and all of you.

St. Luke's first ever Summer Concert Series will take
place on Wednesday evenings from 7:00 - 7:30 p.m. in
June and July. Performances will be live on Facebook.
We have some performers lined up but everyone has a
chance to participate—we need volunteers to contact
Stacy Yates or Tim Sougstad about performing on the
last Wednesday of June and on the last Wednesday in
July. The schedule is being firmed up, so if you’d like to
participate, call or email them. The Fellowship
Committee hopes that this will give us another chance to
be together remotely.

Sharon Baker & Lois Ball

Dear St. Luke,
Thanks someone who left flowers at my place recently.

Travis McBride

Dear St. Luke Members,
I can’t thank you enough for the beautiful flowers Liz
brought me yesterday. I guess some of you have been
in “Lock Down” for a while, but if you haven’t been,
you have been extremely blessed. Not having a
husband to talk to makes it even worse. The flowers
just reminded me that someone is thinking of me.
Thank you all so much.
Love you all, Barb Powell
Dear St. Luke,
Thank you church family for the nice surprise of a
basket of flowers on May Day.
Liz Rathbun
Dear St. Luke Folks,
Thank you so much for your many kindnesses in recent
weeks. I have appreciated the calls, cards, the fresh cut
flowers, and Pastor Kati providing crackers and juice
for today’s Communion service. You are most
thoughtful!
In Christ, Murray Travis
Dear St. Luke Family,
I send my heartfelt thank you’s to all of you who have
supported me with your prayers, caring notes, gifts,
flowers and phone calls since I lost my Jim. Your love
for him and for me has carried me through these
difficult days without him. By God's loving grace, I
have an extended, loving church family which sustains
me and guides me in troubled times. Knowing this
brings me peace.
Ann Hefner
Dear Rev. Collins and members of
St. Luke Presbyterian Church,
I’d like to express my gratitude for your gift to the
Presbyterian Mission Agency for the One Great Hour
of Sharing Offering. Your generosity makes an impact
in relieving hunger through the Presbyterian Hunger
Program, promoting development through the
Presbyterian Committee on the Self-Development of
People, and assisting in areas of disaster through
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance.
The Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (supported by
your gift) granted 208 requests for assistance in the
wake of the coronavirus pandemic for a total of
$1,119,688 in grants. These grants cover domestic,
refugee and international requests.
Thank you very much for your support of God’s
mission and love for God’s people through the
Presbyterian Church (USA).
Grace and peace, Lemuel García-Arroyo
Presbyterian Mission Agency/PC(USA)

Contact Changes
Mindy Hayden has a new address:

. Her phone number
is
.
Laquita Evans current address is
. Her phone number
remains the same.

2020 Budget to Date
Detailed financial reports are always available for
review by church members. Simply stop by the
church office during regular hours and request to
examine the previous month’s financial documents.

April Finances

Year-to-Date

Epistle Deadline
The deadline for the August edition of the Epistle will be
July 26. The newsletter will be mailed on July 30. As
always, please send your news to editor Nan Kemp.
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Buffalo Gap Church Camp is
Going Online: Camp-in-a-Box
What does this mean? We will not have campers come
out to Buffalo Gap this summer. We are bringing camp
to your home! Each camper will receive a "camp in the
box" in the mail and have access to online live Bible
studies, live small group games and conversations, craft
tutorials, and worship services.
What's in the box? Boxes will have all the supplies
needed to make each day's camp craft, a song book for
worship, a camp t-shirt, and a Bible study workbook.
What will each day look like? A Bible study will help
us kick off each day. This study will be followed up by a
small group time with one of your camper's favorite
counselors. Both of these will be live Zoom events.
Craft videos will be made available for campers to work
on in the afternoon along with daily challenges to get
campers moving and/or spending time with loved ones.
The day will finish with an online worship service in the
evening.
Continued 

What do I need to participate? Each camper or family
will need a computer or mobile device that is compatible
with the Zoom app and that has a camera. If you do not
have access to this technology, talk to us out here at the
camp to troubleshoot solutions and/or talk to your local
Presbyterian congregation for help.
What are the dates?
 Mini and Elementary Camp: June 14 - 19
(completed 1st-5th grade)
 Middle and High School Camp: June 21 - 26
(completed 6th-12 grade)
How do I sign-up? Visit us online at https://
www.buffalogapcamp.org/summer-camps to register.
Because we need to mail boxes to campers’ homes, we
cannot have last minute day-of registrations like we
normally do. All campers must be registered by June 5
at 12:00 p.m. (noon) to participate.
How much does it cost? St. Luke would like to help
send camp to your kids! The registration cost is $45, but
our Christian Education Committee has scholarships of
$25 for every camper. Contact the office or Pastor Kati
for further instructions.

Women’s Bible Study

HPFB Appreciates Donations

The women’s Bible study (St. Luke Women) met via
Zoom in May and had a marvelous time. Thanks are due
Kendra Jones for being the ’19-’20 moderator, Sallie
Amason for serving as Treasurer, Margaret Heyde for
being our CWU representative, and Donna Clopton for
preparing delicious brunches and Ross and Choice for
delivering them the day of the meeting. We all look
forward to September and the ’20-’21 Horizons study:
Into the Night: Finding Hope Through Prayers of
Lament. A more appropriate topic would be hard to find,
don’t you agree?

The Mission Committee at St. Luke has a long-standing
goal to assist High Plains Food Bank. We can continue
to fulfill this calling by providing monetary donations
while we are unable to bring a jars of peanut butter to the
church for our usual “Peanut Butter Sunday”.
To contribute, you can send a check to St. Luke with
“HPFB” noted on the memo line or in the comments of
your online giving. You may also donate directly to the
food bank by following this link: https://www.hpfb.org/.
Click on the “donate” tab to make a contribution.

New Small Group Ministry
Over the summer, we will be planting the seeds for a small group
ministry. In non-pandemic times, a small group of eight to twelve
people meet on a regular basis (weekly or monthly) to encourage
each other in faith. The format depends on the group and in reality,
we have several groups which fit this description, but because of
the pandemic challenges, they have not been able to meet.
To start this from the ground up, a pilot group of leaders will be
meeting in June to set some parameters and define what a small
group will and can look like. Those members would then become
the leaders of several more small groups, and the groups will
continue to extend in a “cell group” model where a group meets for
a period of four, six, or nine weeks or so and then splits into two
more groups in order to invite more people into the small group
ministry.
If this idea is interesting to you, please take our small group survey,
and we will use your preferences to help place you in a group to
start in July or August.
Survey Link: https://forms.gle/StR2UGFkLVe9Kyaw7
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE
for SUNDAYS
9:30 am — Coffee & Fellowship
9:45 am — Choir Rehearsal
9:45 am — Sunday School
(temporarily suspended)
11:00 am — Worship Service
(via Facebook)

Sun

Mon

Tue
1

Wed

Thu

2

3
7:00 - 7:30 pm

Summer Concert
Series via
Facebook
The first concert
will be
Choice Yates and
Payton Williams.

8:00 pm - AA
8:00 pm - Al-Anon

7

8

9

5:45 pm
TRINITY SUNDAY 5:00 pm
Mission Com. Mtg. Worship Com.
Mtg.
Peanut Butter
Sunday

Fri
4

6:15 pm

Summer Concert
Series via
Facebook

11

Flag Day

6:30 pm

Mini & Elementary
church camps
thru 6/19

Pastor Kati
is on vacation
thru 6/24.

17

22

18
Juneteenth

Summer Concert
Series via
Facebook

World Refugee
Day

6:30 pm - ACA
8:00 pm - AA
8:00 pm - Al-Anon

8:00 pm - AA
8:00 pm - Al-Anon

21

20

4:00 pm

7:00 - 7:30 pm

Property Com.
Mtg.

19

Finance Com. Mtg.

6:30 pm - ACA
8:00 pm - AA
8:00 pm - Al-Anon

16

13

12:00 noon

(Virtual) Communion 8:00 pm - AA
will be celebrated. 8:00 pm - Al-Anon

15

12

6:30 pm - ACA
8:00 pm - AA
8:00 pm - Al-Anon

Congregational
Care Com. Mtg.

14

6

Buffalo Gap
Church Camp
registration
Deadline

9:30 - 10:30 am

Drive-thru for
donuts & coffee

5
12:00 noon

Outreach Com.
Mtg.

10
7:00 - 7:30 pm

Sat

23

Father’s Day

24

25

26

27

7:00 - 7:30 pm

Summer Concert
Series via
Facebook

Ruling Elder
Ashley Denham
will fill the pulpit.
Middle & High
School
church camps
thru 6/26

28

6:30 pm - ACA
8:00 pm - AA
8:00 pm - Al-Anon

8:00 pm - AA
8:00 pm - Al-Anon

29

30

PC(USA) World
AIDS Day
4:00 pm

Stated Session
Mtg. via Zoom
5:30 pm

Silent Meditation
Svc. via Zoom

8:00 pm - AA
8:00 pm - Al-Anon

Concerts on Facebook each Wednesday in June & July!
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1
WEEKLY SCHEDULE
for SUNDAYS

Summer Concert
Series via
Facebook

7

8
7:00 - 7:30 pm

Summer Concert
Series via
Facebook

Independence Day

9

10

11

17

18

24

25

12:00 noon

possible
Finance Com. Mtg.

6:30 pm - ACA
8:00 pm - AA
8:00 pm - Al-Anon

8:00 pm - AA
8:00 pm - Al-Anon

13

14

(Virtual) Communion
will be celebrated.

15

16

7:00 - 7:30 pm

Summer Concert
Series via
Facebook

6:30 pm - ACA
8:00 pm - AA
8:00 pm - Al-Anon

8:00 pm - AA
8:00 pm - Al-Anon

19

4

Church office
will be closed
in observance of
Independence
Day.

6:30 pm - ACA
8:00 pm - AA
8:00 pm - Al-Anon

Peanut Butter
Sunday

12

3
Pastor Kati
is on vacation
thru 7/5.

11:00 am — Worship Service
(via Facebook)

6

2

7:00 - 7:30 pm

9:30 am — Coffee & Fellowship
9:45 am — Choir Rehearsal
9:45 am — Sunday School
(temporarily suspended)

5

Sat

20

4:00 pm

21
6:30 pm

Stated Session
Mtg.

22

23

7:00 - 7:30 pm

Property Com.
Mtg.

Summer Concert
Series via
Facebook

5:30 pm

Silent Meditation
Svc.
6:30 pm - ACA
8:00 pm - AA
8:00 pm - Al-Anon

8:00 pm - AA
8:00 pm - Al-Anon

26

27

Epistle deadline

28

29

30

31

7:00 - 7:30 pm

Summer Concert
Series via
Facebook

8:00 pm - AA
8:00 pm - Al-Anon

6:30 pm - ACA
8:00 pm - AA
8:00 pm - Al-Anon
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Joys and Concerns
➢ James Hefner entered the Church Triumphant on

Tuesday, May 12, 2020. Jim was an elder at St.
Luke. Our love and prayers are extended to Ann and
family. Services will be arranged when gathering for
worship is possible.
➢ Betty Dugger entered the Church Triumphant on
Saturday, May 23, 2020. Betty was an elder at St.
Luke. We hold Eddie and the Dugger family in our
thoughts and prayers. A celebration of Betty’s life
was held Thursday, May 28.
➢ Our prayers and love are extended to Sam and
Teresa Burnett and family upon the death of Bettie
Jean Watkins, 82. Bettie resided in Hereford.
Continue to remember:
the people of
Johnson Chapel A.M.E. Church; and the students,
teachers, and staff at Mesa Verde Elementary School.

Congratulations to Graduates
 Andrew Robinson earned an Associates
Degree from Amarillo College in Mass Media in
May.
 Travis Kemp earned a certificate in Coding and
Design from Amarillo College in May.
 Alexa Wingo has passed her boards to be a
Physician’s Assistant. She and Wesley are back
in Amarillo, and we’ll be happy to see them on
Zooms and in person when it’s safe to do so.
 Gavin Bertrand, son of Sam and Teresa
Burnett, has graduated from Tascosa High
School.
 Elizabeth Amason, granddaughter of Sallie
Amason, graduated from Amarillo High School.
 Cortney Hayden, child of Mindy Hayden,
graduated from Amarillo High School.
Congratulations to all of these grads! Completing
courses is not easy in this unusual time, and we doff
our hats to all of them.
[If you know of other graduates, please let the church
office know. - Editor]

Summer Reading List
Pastor Kati’s Summer Sermon Series will be following the
lectionary passages in Matthew. If you would like to study
the Gospel of Matthew alongside her, here are a few books
she will be reading.
• Matthew, by Thomas G. Long
• Matthew for Everyone, by N.T. Wright
• Matthew from the Belief Series, by Anna Case-Winters

Session Meeting
Below is a brief summary of the May 17 Stated Session
Meeting (via Zoom):
A. April 2020 average attendance for worship – No
statistics available due to the shelter-in order during
COVID-19 pandemic.
B. Active membership as of April 30, 2020 – 162
C. Communion was celebrated via Facebook on Sunday,
May 10, 2020.
D. Request for transfer by certificate from First
Presbyterian Church, DeLand, FL for Jo Ann Blaser
(O’Donovan).
E. James Hefner entered the Church Triumphant on
Tuesday, May 12, 2020. Jim was an Elder. Services
are pending.
F. The Session voted that the current pandemic
procedures regarding the building remain in place
until the next Session meeting, when they will be
reconsidered.
G. The next Stated Meeting of Session (via Zoom) is
scheduled for Sunday, June 28, 2020, at 4:00 p.m.
H. St. Luke is scheduled to host the Palo Duro Presbytery
Meeting September 27-28.
Commendations:
 Helen Thorsheim for cleaning the church offices for
the past several weeks.
 Weber family for their special music during the May
17 worship service.
 Stacy Yates for delivering the children’s sermon on
May 17.
 David Barrow, Kaci Jones, and Helen Thorsheim
for putting together video clips explaining various
methods of giving.
 Pastor Kati and Robbie, our St. Luke executive
producer, for conducting meaningful worship on
Facebook Live every Sunday.
 Bob Hansen and Mila Abbasova for their music
during virtual worship.
 St. Luke members who have recorded reading of
scripture and dramatic readings for our virtual
services.
 Pastor Kati and Phillip Periman for leading silent
meditation services during April and the third Sunday
of May.
 Baby Sammi for assisting Pastor Kati in the opening
of the “Our Father” prayer with “Da Da” during
online worship.
 Cathy and Elanna Weber for singing of hymns and
Steve for accompanying them on piano for online
worship.

Postscripts
Several Walmart gift cards for groceries and gas have
been donated for church family members who are in
financial need. Please, contact Pastor Kati for more
information.
The quarterly newsletter for Presbyterian Women is
ready to read! To see the news from Louisville, go to
www.presbyterianwomen.org. This is also the address to
order your Horizons book for the fall Bible study.
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